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  Venue change for Beginners Session 

!ƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊǎ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ at 6:45pm on 

Wed 7 Feb (normally held in the upstairs Trust Room next to the Main Hall at the 

Johnsonville Community Centre) will this month be held in Room 1 (small meeting room 

closest to the swimming pool) with access off JCC main for entrance on Frankmoore Ave. 

 

 

The main meeting will be held in the Main Hall on Moorefield Road (opposite back 

of Countdown Supermarket) at 7:30pam as usual 

 

 

 

Topics for February’s meeting  

Beginners session  6.45pm   

Topic:  extracting and creaming honey.  Varroa control . 

Main session : 7:30pm   

Topic:   Re-queeni ng and queen  rea ring  
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Frank Lindsay – a note 

from the President 
 
!ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƛŀǊȅ 
 
Lǘϥǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ 

ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘǊǳōǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƛƭǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŀƛƴΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ōƭŀŎƪōŜǊǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŘǊƛŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΦ 
 
tƻƘǳǘǳƪŀǿŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭǎ όōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǊƻŎƪύΣ ŦƭƻǿŜǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘŜ ŀƴȅ ƴŜŎǘŀǊΦ  bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎǘŀǊ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŘǊȅΦ L ƻƴƭȅ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ōŜŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƭŜƴΦ 
 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
ǊŜƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ  /ƭƻǾŜǊΣ ŎŀǘǎŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǳǎ 
ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǇŜƴƴȅ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ  
YƻǊƻƳƛƪƻ ŀƴŘ ŜǳŎŀƭȅǇǘǳΣ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŜŎǘŀǊ 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘϥǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘƛǘŜȅ ǿƻƻŘ ŀǊŜ 
ŀƭǎƻ ŦƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
 
²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛǾŜǎΚ !ƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƴŜŎǘŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƭŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŘŜŀǊǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōǊƻƻŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōŜŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŎǊƻǇ ǎƻ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ƘƻƴŜȅ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛǾŜǎ όƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻȄ 
ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊŜǎύΣ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘǎ  
ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƎŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƭƻǿΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻƴϥǘ  
 ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŘŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǎǳǇŜǊΦ 
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bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ όŎƻƴǘύ 

 
CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǊǘƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪǎ Ŏǳǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙŀȅ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŦƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ Ŏǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƻ LϥƳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
ƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǊƻǿ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ǌŀƛƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ 
 
Lǘϥǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦ  ²ƛƭƭ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŦƭǳǎƘ ƻŦ ƘƻƴŜȅΣ L Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ ōǳǘ ōŜŜǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΦ 
 

±ŀǊǊƻŀ ƳƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƛǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ōŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƛƴƎǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴΦ  aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ŀ ǾŀǊǊƻŀ ǿŀǎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ǊŜŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘǎ о҈ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ L ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǾŀǊǊƻŀ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛŘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ 
Ƴȅ ƳŜǎƘ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾŀǊǊƻŀ ƳƛǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ  L ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ 

 
tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  vǳŜŜƴǎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇŀ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ 
ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǾŜΦ  IƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǾŀǊǊƻŀ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊƻōōŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƘƻƴŜȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜǿ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜǊǎΦ /ƭƻǎŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǊƻōōƛƴƎ 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ 
 
LŦ ŀ ƘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊƻōōŜŘΣ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ōŜŜ ǿƛŘǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ 
ŦŜǿ ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ [ŜŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻōōŜǊǎ ǎƻƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜŀƭΦ 
 
Lǘϥǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƛŦ ŀ ƘƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊƻōōŜŘΦ  9ŀǎȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ 
ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ōŜŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ōƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ōƻŀǊŘΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ 
ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻōōŜǊ 
ōŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƻƻƴ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ƎŜǘ ǿŜǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǊƻōōƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƴŜŀƪȅΦ  Wǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ  
ōŜŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻōōƛƴƎōŜŜǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŘƛǎǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀōŘƻƳŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎǊŀǿƭ ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǎǳǇŜǊ  
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŜȄƛǘƛƴƎ ōŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
ōƻŀǊŘΦ 
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bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ όŎƻƴǘύ 

 
aƻǊŜ ŘǊƻƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŎǘŀǊ ƛǘϥǎ 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜǉǳŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƘƛǾŜǎ ƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎǇŀǊŜ ƴǳŎǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ  
ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŀƴŘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻǊ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘ ƻǊ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊκbƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 
ǉǳŜŜƴǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ 
 
! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƴŜȅΦ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ 
ōŜŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŎǊƻǇΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴϥǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜŀǊΣ Lϥƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŀƴ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘƛǊŜ ŀ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ 
ŦƻǊ ϷмрΦлл Ǉƭǳǎ D{¢ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΦ ό/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ WƻƘƴ .ǳǊƴŜǘ ƻǳǊ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊύΦ 

DŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ hƴŜ ǳƴŎŀǇǇƛƴƎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŦƛƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƳǇǘȅ όǎǘƛŎƪȅύ ōƻȄŜǎΦ  5ƻƴϥǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǇƻƘǳǘǳƪŀǿŀΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ 
ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǾŜ ƻǊ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭƭƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘΦ 

 
CŜǿ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ōŀǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛƴΣ όŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘύΦ  9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǊŀƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎǇƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ όǳƴǘƛƭ ŀƭƭ ƘƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘύ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ олл 
ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŜǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǎƻ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘΦ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȄ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
ǎǇŜŜŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴŜȅ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ŦǊŀƳŜǎΦ 
!ƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜǾŜǊǎƛōƭŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
ǎǇŜŜŘΣ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ол ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΣ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛƴ Ŧŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ м ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
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bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ όŎƻƴǘύ 

 

ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ул҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴŜȅ ƻǳǘ ƛǘ 

ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘΦ 

 

CƛƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀƎ ƻǊ ǎǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎ ōǳǘ 

ŎŀǇǇƛƴƎǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ōƛƴ π ŀ сл ƭƛǘǊŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ  

ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŀ ол ƭƛǘǊŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōƛƴ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƛǘΦ 5Ǌƛƭƭ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ол ƭƛǘǊŜ ōƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǳƴŎŀǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǇƛƴƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŘǊŀƛƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŎƭŜŀǊǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀȄΦ 
 
5ƻƴϥǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ 
ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŦŜǊƳŜƴǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƎŜǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ нл҈Φ tǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ [ŜŀǾŜ Ǉŀƛƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜ ǿŀȄ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ 
ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƳ ƻŦŦΦ 
 
wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ Cƻǳƭ ōǊƻƻŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
ƘƻƴŜȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΣ ŀǎƪ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ƻǊ ōŀǊǘŜǊ ƘƻƴŜȅΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ 
ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ !ŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǳǘƛƴ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
CǊŀƴƪ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ 
 

 ñAfter the honey is removed start treating your hives for 

varroa mites. February 18th is the time we all should start 

treating our hives for varroa mites.  I already have the odd 

hive with ñcrawling death - bees effected by deformed wing 

virus.  If everybody in a 5km area treats at the same time, 

well and good.  If some delay a month or two, all your 

money spent on mite treatments is wasted as you'll soon get 

mite re-invasion from untreated hives.ò   
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Club Profile -  Martin Toland 

I  

Schools and making stuff have always gone hand in hand with me and beekeeping.  

I made my first hive 20 years ago in the Kalahri Desert while teaching at a school in 

Botswana.  It was a long flat box not unlike a TopBar, common through sub-Saharan 

Africa.  It did not go well - my first swarm of aggressive African honeybees attacked 

the school caretaker stinging him so badly around the head he spent a week in 

hospital. 

¢Ŝƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǘ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ hƴǎƭƻǿ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ L ŦƻǳƴŘ 

a design ŦƻǊ ŀ ²./ ά/ŀǊǊέ ƘƛǾŜΣ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-walled hive popular in England.  Only after 

making it and siting it in the front garden did I hear about the ubiquitous Langstroth 

and the WBA. Frank called me one evening to collect a swarm which went into the 

Carr hive. The next year I decided to get one of my woodwork classes making four 

Langstroths ς floor boards, boxes, frame components and a jig to assemble the 

frames, transparent acrylic inner covers, galv steel lids ς we made everything. Hive 

tools we made from broken wood plane cutting irons. Sponsorship was obtained for 

some student bee suits and the Onslow College Bee Club was born, the first school  
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aŀǊǘƛƴ ¢ƻƭŀƴŘ tǊƻŦƛƭŜ  όŎƻƴǘύ 
apiary in New Zealand. Several other Wellington schools now have hives, including 

Te Aro Junior School where I run weekly hive inspections, teaching the next 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳƛǘǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

getting amongst the bees, teachers are getting onboard too, seeing it as a useful 

learning tool. Mentoring other teachers is now part of my role in schools, as it is at 

Zealandia where I assist a staff member with their hives in return for siting two of 

my own hives there. 

WBA members have always been a vital source of support, inspiration and 

information to me. Club member Trisha Laing and I have mentored each other for a 

long time, and she kindly allowed me to keep hives at her skyline Karori property.  

Trisha has a genuine passion for bees and has had a lot of success with Top Bar 

hives for which she is an authority. I believe we both learned much about 

beekeeping during many discussions and from beekeeping together over the years. 

Beekeeping friends are important. 

Also worth a mention is Stewart Turner who inspires me with his knowledge, 

inventions and home-made devices.  Stewart is a great advocate for the practical 

and inventive approach to creative beekeeping. And Wayne Wilde, who has a 

wicked sense of humour and makes me laugh. WBA members, too many to 

mention are so diverse and often a little odd (a prerequisite for being a beekeeper). 

We have much to learn from each other. 
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2007 Mead competition results 

At the December meeting, Jacob De Ruiter judged our annual Mead competition.  

Alwyn Courtenay was a surprised winner, as this was his first entry. 

Congratulations too, to Richard Braczek who won second place with his dry style 

mead, as per Jacob's recipe which Richard says was published in the newsletter a 

couple of years ago.                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Alwyn Courtenay          Richard Braczek 

Mead making demonstration 

Jacob De Ruiter will host a mead making demonstration for interested club 

members at his Haewai Honey Meadery in Haughton Bay.  The last demonstration 

was very well attended ς so come along to learn the science and what to do with 

all those cappings left after the honey harvest. 

Haewai Honey Meadery  

236 Houghton Bay Road 

Thursday 15th February at 7pm   
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 Alwyn’s winning mead recipe 

 This recipe produced the winning mead entry for 2017 

 

  Water 5 litres water (non chlorine).  I used Waiwhetu stream water 

  collected above humans and their dogs 

  1.5 to 2.3 kilos of honey 

 The more honey the sweeter and stronger the alcohol up to 14%. 

 Dissolve the honey in a small amount of warm water  

 Add all the water and dissolved honey into a 10 litre food grade bucket 

 A pinch of tannin powder.  Sprinkle Mangrove Jacks mead yeast on top 

 Put into a glass fermenting container 

 You can add fruit. I added sliced fejoia 

 Put the bubbler on. Put into a cool place. Rack at 30 days 

  

Comments.  

The Internet has a lot of information. I looked at them 
and used what I wanted.   Hygiene is important. I used no 
rinse steriliser including the surface I worked on.   
 
The yeast is cold Wx so start in autumn. It will start 
fermenting again as the Wx heats so keep racking at 30 
day intervals leaving it in the bubbler.   
 
The internet recipes use less honey and you end up with 
something like Merlot or Shiras. I wanted botrytis so used 
more honey. 
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Lorenzo L Langstroth 

 ά.ƻǊƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ [ŀƴƎǎǘǊƻǘƘ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

beekeeping fraternity with his 1852 

patented moveable frame hive and his 

manual, The Hive and the Honey-Bee. 

Both remain in use today.  His innovations 

advanced beekeeping, pollination and 

ƘƻƴŜȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΦέ 

This plaque was erected by the 

Pennsylvania and Historical Museaum 

Commission 2010. 

Thanks to Janet Toland came across this 

commemoration plaque on a street in 

Philadelphia while attending a conference 

last year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.   
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Sweet start for the NZ honey sector 

Manuka Health's chief executive, John 
Kippenberger, is positive about this year.  
The $5 billion-a-year honey New Zealand 
industry is on its way to recovery after one 
of its poorest seasons in decades last year. 

The 2017 harvest was hit hard by cold, wet 
and windy weather over the optimal 
nectar-flow period, resulting in a sharp fall 
in production. 

Karin Kos, chief executive of Apiculture New Zealand, said it was early days but 
that the fine weather over the important November and December months had 
seen the season get off to a strong start. "It's looking like a relatively good season, 
but it still has a couple of months to run," she said. 

The season typically runs from November through to February-March, starting 
first in the north and then moving south as the summer wears on. Apiculture NZ 
has 1000 beekeepers, honey packers, exporters and related supply companies 
from across the industry - from manuka honey to standard honey - as members. 

UMF Honey Association spokesman John Rawcliffe said feedback from manuka 
honey producers suggested the season had been "positive to patchy" so far. For 
honey producers, 2017 was a year that most would rather forget. 

NZX-listed Comvita, New Zealand's biggest manuka honey producer, was hit with 
the double whammy of a sharp, weather-driven drop in production alongside 
trouble in the informal "daigou" trade channels into China last year. 

Comvita was one of the share market's top performers in 2016, its shares hitting a 
record high of $12.85 in June of that year. A year later, the stock had dropped to 
$5.18, reflecting the slump in honey production and the company's China trading 
issues. Comvita's share price has since recovered ground, trading yesterday at 
$8.65. The company is expected to provide a seasonal update this month. 
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{ǿŜŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ b½ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ όŎƻƴǘύ 

 
bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ Ƴŀƴǳƪŀ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΣ aŀnuka Health, is looking 
forward to an improved season, chief executive John Kippenberger said. "This 
season was very important for the industry, but we are pleased to say that that 
warm weather over most of New Zealand in November and December set us up 
very nicely for a good manuka honey harvest this year," he said.   
 
"Certainly, across most of the North Island, possibly with the exception of 
Northland, we have seen very nice manuka honey flowering and nectar flows over 
these important couple of months.  We are certainly very positive that at least this 
will be an average season, so it will meet average volumes, but in some areas such 
as the Wairarapa we are looking even better than that," he said.  
 

 
Manuka Health is owned by the private equity company Pacific Equity Partners. 
The industry has been plagued with "counterfeit" manuka honey turning up in key 
markets such as the UK, so the sector has taken some confidence from last year's 
announcement from the Ministry for Primary Industries giving a tighter definition 
of what constitutes manuka honey. 
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{ǿŜŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ b½ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ όŎƻƴǘύ 

 

The Government last December announced that all exports of New Zealand 
manuka honey would have to be tested as authentic against a new definition set 
by the ministry before they can be exported. 

Agriculture Minister Damien O'Connor said the testing regime was set up to 
safeguard the industry from "cowboy" operators and to protect New Zealand's 
trade reputation. 

Around the same time, a landmark decision came from the UK Trade Mark 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ϦaņƴǳƪŀϦ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǊƪΦ 

UMF Honey's John Rawcliffe said the two developments were big milestones for 
the sector. "It does provide the foundation stones for investment, protection for 
the consumer, and for the future growth of the industry," Rawcliffe said. "We 
could not have asked for anything more at the end of the year."  

 
 

For Sale 

One 10 frame, 3/4 nuc for sale 

As well as two x 3 box hives, all 3/4 frames. 

All laying well and a box of honey stores. (2 brood boxes and one box of honey). 
All ready to overwinter and produce honey next season. 

For more information, call Viv Harris on 0274489991 or 044787521 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Things to do this month 

February checklist, by Frank Lindsay 

 
V /ƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ !C. ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƘƻƴŜȅΦ 9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
ŀ ōǳƛƭǘπǳǇ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘ ǎǳǇŜǊǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǾŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ 
Řƻƴϥǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΦ  

V wŜƳƻǾŜ ŎƻƳō ƘƻƴŜȅ όŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎŀǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
ǎǘŀƛƴ ς ōŜŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǊǘȅ ŦŜŜǘύΣ ǊŜŀǊ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ǉǳŜŜƴǎΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǉǳŜŜƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƴǳŎƭŜƛΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛǾŜǎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  

V tǳǘ ƻƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǾŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ 
ǊƻōōƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ōȅ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ 

V ¢ǊŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǾŀǊǊƻŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΦ CƭŀǎƘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƳƛǘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  

V tǳǘ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǇƻƭƛǎ Ƴŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ  /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ тл҈ Ŧƛƭƭ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜŜǎ 
ƪŜŜǇ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇƻƭƛǎΦ 

V YŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǎǇǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴϥǘ ǎŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
bŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŘƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ōŀƴƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ рлл ƳŜǘǊŜǎ 
ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ōȅΦ  Yƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǇƻǿŘŜǊ 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǉǳŜŜƴǎΦ  

V Lǘϥǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ƳƛŎŜ ōŀƛǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƘƛǾŜǎΦ 
wŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƛǾŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎƻ ƪŜŜǇ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƭƻǿΦ 

V ¢ǳǘƛƴ ǘŜǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ омǎǘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƻǊ 
ōŀǊǘŜǊŜŘΦ 
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New information leads to a small 

change in mānuka honey definition  

 

The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) has reissued the General 

Requirements for Bee Products Export Notice. 

Date: 30 Jan 2018 

The revised Notice adjusts the level of a chemical marker known as 2'-MAP from 
greater than or equal to 5 mg/kg, to greater than or equal to 1 mg/kg for the 
dŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳǳƭǘƛŦƭƻǊŀƭ Ƴņƴǳƪŀ ƘƻƴŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻƴƻŦƭƻǊŀƭ Ƴņƴǳƪŀ ƘƻƴŜȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ рƳƎκƪƎ ŦƻǊ 
2'-MAP. The implementation date of the notice remains 5 February 2018. 

The change means that the legal claim challenging the definition by New 
Zealand Beekeeping has been resolved. 

"Late last week, as part of its legal claim, New Zealand Beekeeping provided 
additional information about the impact of the definition on multifloral honey. 
Also, we were presented with a summary of new analysed test results from an 
industry science group. 

Ϧ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛŦƭƻǊŀƭ Ƴņƴǳƪŀ 
honey was initially set too conservatively and would exclude legitimate 
multifloral honey," says Bryan Wilson, MPI's deputy director-general regulation 
and assurance. 

"We hope the industry will see this as a signal of MPI's ongoing commitment to a 
collaborative science programme focused on continuous improvement to the 
science that supports the defƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴņƴǳƪŀ ƘƻƴŜȅΦϦ 
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 ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻƴ !Ǉƛb½ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ wƛŎƪƛ [ŜŀƘȅΩǎ 
devastating bee loss, as well another beekeeper nearby, Mystery as millions of bees 
drop dead near Nelson.  Ricki believes the bee deaths were due to an accidental 
poisoning, possibly due to the use of an incorrect wasp bait. Bee samples have been 
sent for urgent testing. In all our interviews with media we have reiterated the 
need for the public and landowners to be aware of the harmful effect of chemicals 
on bees; to talk to beekeepers first before undertaking any pesticide activity, and if 
chemicals are being used make sure they read the directions, including advice to 
minimise the risk to bees.  This includes making sure any wasp bait is protein-based, 
such as meat, but definitely not anything sugar-based. We are also working with the 
Environmental Protection Agency to update our material on the website for the 
public, beekeepers and landowners. As part of this we will also provide beekeepers 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨƘƻǿ ǘƻΩ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴƛƴg event. It has been really positive to see 
the ApiNZ beekeeping community rally round Ricki with many offers of help. 
  
On the MPI definition front, discussions and activity are ongoing, including with our 
wider industry associations. Our Chair, Bruce Wills additionally had a discussion 
ǿƛǘƘ atLΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ aŀǊǘȅƴ 5ǳƴƴŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
.ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƻŦƭƻǊŀƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
multifloral definition was causing considerable concern and pain. And on the basis 
that MPI relook at the multiflora definition and pause its implementation date. The 
response was that MPI believes they have the settings about right but 
acknowledged that they will be closely monitoring the transition to the new 
definition and that MPI would be open to ongoing review and update of the science 
around manuka honey. The need for an ongoing review of science was reiterated at 

the industry/MPI science meeting outlined in last week's update.  
 

 
 
 
 

From the CE Karin Kos 

January 30th Update 

https://apinz.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8&id=2cc6d27b55&e=901049c0b2
https://apinz.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8&id=2cc6d27b55&e=901049c0b2
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Camp Rangi  - Buzz Weekend 

A Reminder –  

Ethics, biology, making nucs, queen introduction, practical 
demonstrations 

  

Friday 23rd, Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th February 2018 

Camp Rangi Woods is in the Totara Reserve Regional  

  Park, Pohangina Valley. 

 
 

The weekend will include class type seminars along with hands-on activities 
inside beehives. Each block of sessions will conclude with a question and answer 
section with a panel of speakers experienced in the relevant topics. Each session 
will be hosted by experienced beekeepers including keynote speaker Kim 
Flottum, author, and editor of Bee Culture magazine. 
 
There are still some daytime only places available.  All resident places have 
been filled.  
 
Registration forms available from lindsays.apiaries@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:lindsays.apiaries@gmail.com
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Three_queen_cells.jpg
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Chance discovery could tackle the 

honeybee's worst enemy 

It ƛǎƴΩǘ just pesticides and the destruction of habitat ǘƘŀǘΩǎ making the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

honeybees very unhappy. One of the biggest threats is Varroa destructor, 

a disease-spreading parasite that is just as villainous as its name suggests. 

Through a chance discovery, German scientists from the University of 

Hohenheim have stumbled on a new method of wiping out this parasitic pest 

without harming the bees. 

As reported in a recent study published in the journal   Scientific 
Reports, scientists have now discovered that feeding honeybees just 25 

millimoles of a water-soluble salt called lithium chloride (LiCl) can kill 90 to 100 

percent of the mites within days. 
Lithium chloride effectively kills the honey bee parasite Varroa destructor by a 

systemic mode of action  

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-19137-5 

 

http://www.iflscience.com/plants-and-animals/revealed-honeybees-are-being-killed-manmade-pandemic/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-19137-5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-19137-5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-19137-5
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Interesting websites  

Bee amazed at the handiwork of Tetragonula carbonaria, a 

stingless bee found in northern 

Australia. Check out the video 

showcasing their elegant spiraling 

nests. Each circle can contain 

hundreds of brood cells containing 

eggs. According to Tim Heard, an 

Australian entomologist and the 

author of The Australian Native Bee 

Book, the visible spiral is just the 

topmost layer of the complex, 

multistoried structure the bees 

build. A fully developed nest can 

contain a 10 to 20 continuously 

spiralling layers.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=351&v=fuh4a0TOqc0  

What Is It Like to Be a Bee?  
You're a honeybee. Despite being around 700,000 times 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƘǳƳŀƴΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ 
almost everything. Instead of four articulated limbs, you 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛȄΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛȄ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΦ ό¸ƻǳǊ ōŜŜΩǎ ƪƴŜŜǎΣ 
ǎŀŘƭȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΦύ ̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŀƛǊȅΦ ! ǎƘƻŎƪ ƻŦ 
bristly setae covers your body and face to help you keep 
warmΧΧ By Natasha Frost  
 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/what-is-it-like-to-be-a-bee.amp   

http://www.nativebeebook.com.au/
http://www.nativebeebook.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=351&v=fuh4a0TOqc0
https://www.atlasobscura.com/users/natashafrost?view=articles
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/what-is-it-like-to-be-a-bee.amp
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Who can I speak to? 

President 

Frank Lindsay (04) 478 3367  lindsays.apiaries@clear.net.nz 

Treasurer 

John Burnet (04) 232 7863 johnburnet@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary 

Jane Harding (04) 421 2417 janeh@xtra.co.nz  
Best times to Jane by phone are evenings, and Friday/Saturday/Sunday 

Newsletter editor 

Eva Durrant (04) 470 7879 or 027 3118700 edurrant@xtra.co.nz 

 

Committee Members 

Viv Harris  4787521   vivharris@xtra.co.nz  

PK Tan 0211093388  PK Tan  pk.propserv@gmail.com  
John Randall  4769959   westernbeeline@gmail.com    
Richard Braczek 0210344311  

Meeting location 

Johnsonville Community Centre,  

Moorefield Rd, Johnsonville 
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