ton Beekeepers Association

February2018 Newsldter

Next meeting| Wednesday7th February2018
Where| Main Hall, Johnsonville Community Centre, Moorefield

Venue change for Beginners Session
lff YSYOSNAR FNB ROAASR GKI G (K&6:458roh 4
Wed 7 Feb (normally held the upstairs Trust Room next to the Main Hall at the

Johnsonville Community Centre) will this month be held in Room 1 (small meeting ro
closest to the swimming pool) with access off JCC foaientrance on Frankmoore Ave.

Topics for February’s meeting

Beginners session 6.45pm
Topic: extracting and creaming honey. Varroa control .

Main session  : 7:30pm
Topic: Re-queeni ngand queen rearing
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Frank Lindsay — a note
from the President
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gment of beekeeping
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Support and e of beekeepin
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nAfter the honey iIis removied s
varroa mites. February 18th is the time we all should star
treating our hives for varroa mites. | already have the od
hi ve with nd-beesaeifdctechby defbrenedtwhng
virus. If everyledy in a 5km area treats at the same time,
well and good. If some delay a month or two, all your
money spent on mite treatments is wasted as you'll soon get

miterei nvasi on from untreateld hi

\HQ_,—p
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Club Profile - Martin Toland
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Schools and making stuff have always gone hand in hand with me and beekeepin
I made my first hive 20 years ago in the Kalahri Desert while teaching at a school i
Botswana. It was a long flat box not unlike a TopBar, common througBaldran
Africa. It did not go well my first swarm of aggressive African honeybees attacked
the school caretaker stinging him so badly around the headkatsa week in
hospital.

¢Sy @SINR fFGiSNE GSIOKAy3a 5Saidiy ¢SOl
adesigrF 2 NJ I 2 ./ &/ | MNEd hielp@Sla in EnglRn@l.dgmliy Ster
making it and siting it in the front garden did | hear about the ubiquitous Langstrott
and the WBA. Frank called me one evening to collect a swarm which went into the
Carr hive. Ta next year | decided to get one of my woodwork classes making four
Langstrothg; floor boards, boxes, frame components and a jig to assemble the
frames, transparent acrylic inner covers, galv steel dge made everything. Hive
tools we made from broken woodgmne cutting irons. Sponsorship was obtained for
some student bee suits and the Onslow College Bee Club was born, the first scho

7| Page
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apiaryin New Zealand. Several other Wellington schools now have hives, including
Te Aro Jumir School where | run weekly hive inspections, teaching the next
ASYSNYGA2y 2F 06SS]TSSLISNEO® LGQa y2a
getting amongst the bees, teachers are getting onboard too, seeing it as a useful
learning tool. Mentorilg other teachers is now part of my role in schools, as it is at
Zealandia where | assist a staff member with their hives in return for siting two of
my own hives there.

WBA members have always been a vital source of support, inspiration and
information tome. Club member Trisha Laing and | have mentored each other for
long time, andshe kindly allowed me to keep hives at her skyline Karori property.
Trisha has a genuine passion for bees and has had a lot of success with Top Bar
hives for which she is an audlity. | believe we both learned much about
beekeeping during many discussions and from beekeeping together over the year
Beekeeping friends are important.

Also worth a mention is Stewart Turner who inspires me with his knowledge,
inventions and homenade devices. Stewart is a great advocate for the practical
and inventive approach to creative beekeeping. And Wayne Wilde, who has a
wicked sense of humour and makes me laugh. WBA members, too many to
mention are so diverse and often a little odd (a prerisife for being a beekeeper).
We have much to learn from each other.
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2007 Mead competition results

At the December meetinglacob De Ruitgudged our annual Mead competition.
Alwyn Courtenay was a surprised winner, as this was his first.entry

Gongratulationstoo, to Richard Braczek who won second plaggh hisdry style
mead, as per Jacob's recipe whiebhard sayswas published in the newsletter a
couple of years ago.

Alwyn Courtenay Rchard Braczek

Mead making demonstration

Jacob De Ruiteiil host a mead making demonstration for interested club

members at his Haewai Honey Meadery in Haughton Bay. The last demonstratior
was very well attended so come along to learn the science and what to do with
all those cappings left after the honewgivest.

Haewai Honey Meadery
236 Houghton Bay Road

Thursday 15th February at 7pm
10| Page



Alwyn’s winning mead recipe
Thisrecipe produced the winning mead entry for 2017

Water 5 litres water (non chlorine). | used Waiwhetu stream water
collected above humans and their dogs

1.5 to 2.3 kilos of honey

The more honey the sweeter and stronger the alcohol up to 14%.
Dissolve the honein a small amount of warm water

Add all the water and dissolved honey into a 10 litre food grade bucket
A pinch of tannin powderSprinkle Mangrove Jacks mead yeastam

Put into a glass fermenting container

You can add fruit. | added sliced fejoia

Put the bubbler on. Put into a cool place. Rack at 30 days

Comments.

The Internet has a lot of information. | looked at them
and used what | wanted Hygiene is impdant. | used no
rinse steriliser including the surface | worked on.

The yeast is cold Wx so start in autumn. It will start
fermenting again as the Wx heats so keep racking at 30
day intervals leaving it in the bubbler.

The internet recipes use leksney and you end up with
something like Merlot or Shiraswanted botrytis so used
more honey
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'LORENZO L LANGSTROTH
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Born here, Langstroth
\ revolutionized thebee~
keeping industry with
his l552patented move-
able frame hive and his
manual, The Hive and the
Honey-Bee. Both remain
in use today. His
innovations advanced
beekeeping,pollination,
and honey production
worldwide.

. 2Ny KSNBI [Fy3aidNp
beekeeping fraternity with his 1852

patented moveable frame hive and his
manual,The Hive and the Hondee.

Both remain in use today. His innovations
advanced beekeeping, pollination and

K2y Se LINRPRdAzOGA2Y 62 N.

This plague was erected by the
Pennsylvania and Historical Museaum
Commissior2010.

Thanks to Janet Toland came acrdss t
commemoration plaque on a street in
Philadelphia while attending a conference
last year.

"HIVE

AND THE

HONEY-BEE

LORENZO LANGSTROTH
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Manuka Health's chief executive, John
Kippenberger, is positive about this year.
The $5 billiora-yearhoney New Zealand
industry is on its way to recovery after one
of its poorest seasons in decades last yea

The 2017 harvest was hit hard by cold, we
and windy weather over the optimal
nectarflow period, resulting in a sharp fall
in production.

KarinKos, chief executive of Apiculture New Zealand, said it was early days but
that the fine weather over the important November and December months had
seen the season get off to a strong start. "It's looking like a relatively good season,
but it still has acouple of months to run," she said.

The season typically runs from November through to Febriaych, starting
first in the north and then moving south as the summer wearsApiculture NZ
has 1000 beekeepers, honey packers, exporters and related scpplyanies
from across the industryfrom manuka honey to standard honegs members.

UMF Honey Association spokesman John Rawcliffe said feedback from manuka
honey producers suggested the season had been "positive to patchy" $efar.
honey producers2017 was a year that mostould rather forget.

NZzXlisted Comvita, New Zealand's biggest manuka honey producer, was hit with
the double whammy of a sharp, weathdriven drop in production alongside
trouble in the informal "daigou” trade channelstd® China last year.

Comvita was one of the share market's top performers in 2016, its shares hitting a
record high of $12.85 in June of that yeAryear later, the stock had dropped to
$5.18, reflecting the slump in honey production and the company'sa&Chading
issuesComvita's share price has since recovered ground, trading yesterday at
$8.65.The company is expected to provide a seasonal update this month.
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bSs %SItlyRQa aS02y R 0A JdikadHaalthyis Igottiigl |
forward to an improved season, chief executive John Kippenberger'Saig.

season was very important for thedustry,but we are pleased to say that that
warm weather over most of New Zealand in November and December set us up

very nicely for a good manuka honey harvest this year," he said.

"Certainly, across most of the North Island, possibly with the exception of
Northland, we have seen very nice manuka honey flowering and nectar flows over

these important couple of monthsWe are certainly very positive that at least this
will be an average season, so it will meet average volumes, but in some areas suc

as the Wairarapa we are looking even better than that,” he said.

ot X

Honey industry Record crop
worth 2015-16
$5 billion 19,885 tonnes
T
[a—
o]
_ -
L
o | % NZ hives 811,357
/[o Registered

beekeepers
7836

[ ] . Source: Apiculture NZ.
Picture: 123tf / Herald graphic

Manuka Health is owned by the private equity compangific Equity Partners.

The industry has been plagued with "counterfeit* manuka honey turning up in key
markets such as the UK, so the sector has taken some confidence from last year's
announcement from the Ministry for Primary Industries giving a tighginition

of what constitutes manuka honey.
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The Government last December announced that all exports of New Zealand
manuka honey would have to be tested as authentic against a new definition set
by the ministry bebre they can be exported.

Agriculture Minister Damien O'Connor said the testing regime was set up to
safeguard the industry from "cowboy" operators and to protect New Zealand's
trade reputation.

Around the same time, a landmark decision came from thd kdlde Mark
wSIAAGNE (2 FOOSLIWI GKS GSNXY banydzl b

UMF Honey's John Rawcliffe said the two developments were big milestones for
the sector."It does provide the foundation stones for investment, protection for
the consumer, andor the future growth of the industry," Rawcliffe said. "We
could not have asked for anything more at the end of the year."

For Sale

One 10 frame, 3/4 nuc for sale
As well as two x 3 box hives, all 3/4 frames.

All laying well and a box of honey storézbrood boxes and one box of honey).
All ready to overwinter and produce honey next season.

For more information, all Viv Harris on 0274489991 or 044787521
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Things to do this month

February checklist, by Frank Lindsay
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New information leads to a small
change in manuka honey definition

The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) has reissued the General

Requirements for Bee Products Export Notice.
Date: 30 Jan 2018

The revised Notice adjusts the level of a chemical marker knownMaR'from
greater than or equal to 5 mg/kg, to greater than or equal to 1 mg/kg for the
ASTFAYAGAZ2Y F2NJ YdzZf GAFE 2N € Ynydzl I K2
Y2Yy2FE 2Nl Ynydzll K2ySeI G6KAOK NBYL A
2'-MAP. The implementation date of the notice remains 5 February 2018.

The change means that the Egclaim challenging the definition by New
Zealand Beekeeping has been resolved.

"Late last week, as part of its legal claim, New Zealand Beekeeping provided
additional information about the impact of the definition on multifloral honey.

Also, we were premnted with a summary of new analysed test results from an
industry science group.

be¢KA& AYF2NNIGA2Y aK26SR GKIFd GKS RS
honey was initially set too conservatively and would exclude legitimate

multifloral honey," sgis Bryan Wilson, MPI's deputy directpeneral regulation

and assurance.

"We hope the industry will see this as a signal of MPI's ongoing commitment to a
collaborative science programme focused on continuous improvement to the
science that supportsthe defy A G A2y 2F Ynydzll K2y Seéo
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From the CE Karin Kos

January 30th Update

,2dz YIe KIS asSSy GKS YSRAI O2@SNI 3S
devastating bee loss, as well another beekeeper nedvbystery as millions of bees
drop dead near NelsarRicki believes the bee deaths were due to an accidental
poisoning, possiblyue to the use of an incorrect wasp bait. Bee samples have beel
sent for urgent testing. In all our interviews with media we have reiterated the
need for the public and landowners to be aware of the harmful effect of chemicals
on bees; to talk to beekeepefsst before undertaking any pesticide activity, and if
chemicals are being used make sure they read the directions, including advice to
minimise the risk to beesThis includes making sure any wasp bait is prebeised,
such as meat, but definitely nanything sugabased. We are also working with the
Environmental Protection Agency to update our material on the website for the
public, beekeepers and landowners. As part of this we will also provide beekeeper
GAOK | WK2g (2Q AyyeNR dthad geRirgally pdsitve th sekJ;
the ApiNZ beekeeping community rally round Ricki with many offers of help.

On the MPI definition front, discussions and activity are ongoing, including with ou
wider industry associations. Our Chair, Brucd3d/Mtiditionally had a discussion
GAUK atLQad 5ANBOG2NI DSYSNIfsz al Nley
.21 NRQa @OASg GKIGO gKAES AYyRdzaiGNE Ol y
multifloral definition was causing considerable concern path. And on théasis

that MPI relook at the multiflora definition and pause its implementation date. The
response was that MPI believes they have the settings about right but
acknowledged that they will be closely monitoring the transition to the new
definition and that MPI would be open to ongoing review and update of the science

around manuka honeyrhe need for an ongoing review of science was reiterated at
the industry/MPI science meeting outlined in last week's update.
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Camp Rangi - Buzz Weekend

A Reminder

Ethics, biology, making nucs, queen introduction, practical
demonstrations

Friday 2%, Saturday 2% and Sunday 28 February 2018
Camp Rangi Woods is in the Totara Reserve Regional
Park, Pohangina Valley.

The weekend will include class type seminars along with handzctivities

inside beehives. Each block of sessions will conclude with a question and answe
section with a panel of speakers experienced in the relevant topics. Each sessior
will be hosted byexperienced beekeepers including keynote speaker Kim
Flottum, author, and editor of Bee Culture magazine.

There are still some daytime only places available. All resident places have
been filled.

Registration forms available frolimdsays.apiaries@gmail.com
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Chance discovery could tackle the
honeybee's worst enemy

It A & yigPpesticidesandthe destructionof habitat(i K I niakingthe 3 2 N R Q a
honeybeesreryunhappy.Oneof the biggestthreatsis Varrca destructoy,
adiseasespreadingparasitethat isjust asvillainousasits namesuggests.

Through a chance discovery, German scientists from the University of
Hohenheim have stumbled on a new method of wiping out this parasitic pest
without harming the lees.

Asreportedin arecentstudypublishedin the journal Scientific

Re P OIS scientistshavenow discoveredhat feedinghoneybeegust 25
millimolesof awater-solublesaltcalledlithium chloride(LiCl)cankill 90to 100

percentof the miteswithin days
Lithium chloride effectively kills the honey bee parasf@roa destructoby a
systemic mode of action

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-19137-5
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Interesting websites

Bee amazed at the handiwork ©&tragonula carbonaria
stingless bee found in northern
i Australia. Check out the video
showcasing their elegant spiraling
nests. Each circle naontain
hundreds of brood cells containing
i eggs According to Tim Heard, an
Australian entomologist and the
| author of The Australian Native Bee
g Book the visible spiral is just the

} topmost layer of the complex,
: multistoried structure the bees
build. A fully developed nest can
. contain a 10 to 20 continuously
spirallinglayers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time continue=351&v=fuh4a0TOqc0

What Is It Like to Be a Bee?

You're a honeybee. Despite being around 700,000 times
aYFtftSNI GKIFYy GKS F@SNIF3IS K
almost everything. Instead of four articulated limlysu
KIS aAEZ SIOK ¢AGK aAE as$s
dlF Rf 82 R2YR2UNIS ESEGIDIGA 2y | £
bristly setae covers your body and face to help you keep
warmX XByNatasha Frost

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/whais-it-like-to-be-a-bee.amp
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=351&v=fuh4a0TOqc0
https://www.atlasobscura.com/users/natashafrost?view=articles
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/what-is-it-like-to-be-a-bee.amp

Who can | speak to?

President
Frank Lindsay (04) 478 33@Widsays.apiaries@clear.net.nz

Treasurer
John Burnet (04) 232 7863hnburnet@xtra.co.nz

Secretary

Jare Harding (04321 2417aneh@xtra.co.nz
Best times to Jane by phone are evenings, and Friday/Saturday/Sunday

Newsletter editor
Eva Durrant (04370 7879 or 028118700edurrant@xtra.co.nz

CommitteeMembers
Viv Harris4787521 vivharris@xtra.co.nz
PK Ta®211093388 PK Taok.propserv@gmail.com

John Randal4769959 westernbeeline@gmail.com
Richard Brezek0210344311

Meeting location
Johnsonville Community Cenjre

Moorefield Rd, Johnsonville S A ‘;‘
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